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of the pharynx that a narrow passage only is left for the
current of air, though not sufficiently narrow to cause a
fricative noise, then the air breaks through this cleft
into a large cavity which remains between the anterior
portion of the tongue and the corresponding portion of the
palate. If, with the mouth in this position, a tone is now
produced in the glottis, it will receive the vowel-character
u. A clear, good u can, however, only be formed when
at the same time the larynx is depressed, and the orifice
of the mouth altered in a twofold manner; namely, con-
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Position of the mouth for A.

tracted by the elevation of the lower jaw, and prolonged
by the tube-like protrusion of the lips.

We can now understand why the soft palate seems
to be most raised when u and i are uttered. Since, in
forming u, the current of air must force its way through
the narrow space between the tongue and the soft palate,
the lateral pressure which it then exercises will force the
yielding soft palate upwards ; and this is still more the
case when, during the formation of i, the exit of the air is
hindered in the narrow passage above the anterior por-
tion of the tongue, and it must, therefore, accumulate in